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outposts and guard-houses, everything pointed to
being in a dangerous locality, and parties of Celestial
soldiery armed with old muskets, swords, and halberts,
escorted him through the Lolo country for days.
In his travels through this country and southern
Yunnan, Prince Henri d'Orleans speaks of the seasons
wet or dry being far less marked than in the country
further south and nearer Burma. The climate of the
upper Mekhong appears very dry, even in the summer
there is a very small rainfall only. This changes
again further north, where in the neighbourhood of
Attentze and Ouisifu, two rainy seasons occur, namely,
July to September and again in February, the latter
being the heavier. The Salween valley, being covered
with dense vegetation, is far damper than that of the
Mekhong, and in the upper Irrawadi basin he says
the two seasons are well marked, and the summer
rains are abundant. Here in winter they noticed a
remarkable and continuous absence of wind, a con-
dition obtaining nowhere else in their long journey
from Tonkin to Assam. Except on the peaks of
Likiang, Dokerla, and Pemachou, there appeared to
be no perennial snow in this part of western Yunnan,
but the party found the ranges dividing the Mekhong,
Salween, and Irrawadi, and the Mekhong from the
Yiang-tse-kiang, to be deep in snow from December
to May, and no crossings are feasible then. He also
states that in winter it is impossible to cross from the
Mekhong to the Salween further north than Lao or
Fey-long-kiao, which lie a little west of Talifu.

This tally of Upper Burman border tribes would be in-
complete without reference to the Panthays, whose chief
settlement on our side of the frontier is at Pan Long in